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2835 AMB ENGR S5950. E

HB 2835 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Ways & Means

ADOPTED AND ENGROSSED 03/ 07/ 08

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the safety of
children in foster care depends upon receipt of conprehensive,
accurate, and tinely information about the background of prospective
foster parents. It is vital to ensure that all relevant information
about prospective foster parents is received and carefully reviewed.
The | egislature believes that sone foster parents nay have previously
resided in other countries and that it is inportant to determ ne
whet her those countries have background infornmation on the prospective
foster parents that m ght inpact the safety of children in their care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 26.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) During an energency situation when a child nust be placed in
out-of -home care due to the absence of appropriate parents or
cust odi ans, the departnent shall request a federal name-based crim nal
hi story record check of each adult residing in the hone of the
potential placenent resource. Upon receipt of the results of the nane-
based check, the departnment shall provide a conplete set of each adult
resident's fingerprints to the Washington state patrol for subm ssion
to the federal bureau of investigation within fourteen cal endar days
from the date the nanme search was conducted. The child shall be
removed from the home immediately if any adult resident fails to
provide fingerprints and witten permssion to perform a federal
crimnal history record check when requested.

(2) When placenent of a child in a honme is denied as a result of a
name- based crimnal history record check of a resident, and the
resident contests that denial, the resident shall, wthin fifteen
cal endar days, submt to the departnent a conplete set of the
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resident's fingerprints with witten perm ssion allow ng the departnent
to forward the fingerprints to the Wshington state patrol for
subm ssion to the federal bureau of investigation.

(3) The Washington state patrol and the federal bureau of
investigation my each charge a reasonable fee for processing a
fingerprint-based crimnal history record check

(4) As used in this section, "energency placenent” refers to those
limted i nstances when the departnent is placing a child in the honme of
private individuals, including neighbors, friends, or relatives, as a
result of a sudden unavailability of the child' s primary caretaker.

Sec. 3. RCW74.15.040 and 1982 ¢ 118 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

An agency seeking to accept and serve children, developnentally
di sabl ed persons, or expectant nothers as a foster-famly hone shall
make application for license in such formand substance as required by
t he departnent. The departnent shall maintain a list of applicants
t hrough whi ch pl acenent may be undertaken. However, agencies and the
departnent shall not place a child, devel opnentally di sabl ed person, or
expectant nother in a honme until the hone is |icensed. The departnent
shall inquire whether an applicant has previously resided in any other
state or foreign country and shall check databases available to it
t hrough the WAshington state patrol and federal bureau of investigation
to ascertain whether the applicant has ever been the subject of a
conviction or civil finding outside of the state of Wshington that
bears upon the fitness of the applicant to serve as a foster-famly

hone. Foster-famly honmes shall be inspected prior to |icensure,
except that inspection by the departnent is not required if the foster-
famly hone is under the supervision of a |icensed agency upon

certification to the departnment by the |icensed agency that such hones
meet the requirenents for foster hones as adopted pursuant to chapter
74.15 RCWand RCW 74. 13. 031.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi ately."
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HB 2835 - S COWM AMD

By Commttee on Ways & Means

ADOPTED AND ENGROSSED 03/ 07/ 08

On page 1, line 3 of the title, after "situation;" strike the

remai nder of the title and insert

"amendi ng RCW 74. 15. 040; addi ng a new

section to chapter 26.44 RCW creating a new section; and declaring an

ener gency. "
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